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What is the TPB?
• The National Capital 

Region Transportation 
Planning Board (TPB)

• Responsible for long‐
range transportation 
planning for the TPB 
planning area
– Approximately 3500 mi2

– Over 5 million people and 
3 million jobs

• Major industries include 
professional and business 
services, education and 
health services, and 
federal government
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• The TPB is a Federally Designated Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO)

• The key roles of an MPO include:
• Federally required planning process
• Forum for regional coordination among state 
and local jurisdictions

• Technical resources for regional decision‐making

• The TPB is responsible for coordinating planning and 
funding for the region’s transportation system. 

•The TPB is currently developing a plan to identify the 
top ten to fifteen regional transportation priorities
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What are the Key Roles of the TPB?



Regional Planning in the Metropolitan 
Washington Area

• Decision‐making is quite decentralized
– Land‐use: Mostly local government
– Transportation: State/local government, regional 
transit agency, private entities

• The TPB and its host agency MWCOG provide 
forums for regional collaboration

• Encourage decision‐makers to “think regionally, 
act locally”
– Successful examples include regional activity centers 
and development around Metrorail stations
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• 20‐30 year planning horizon 
• NOT a wish list

– Only includes projects for which funding 
is “reasonably expected to be available”

– Reflects the region’s priorities 

Projects must be in the CLRP in order 
to qualify for federal funds
CLRP must “conform” to regional air 
quality goals

What is the Constrained 
Long-Range Plan?

What is the Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP)?

Subject to federal regulatory requirements:
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Approved in 1998
Policy framework that guides 
region’s transportation 
investments 
Goals include: 

Provide a range of transportation 
options
Reduce auto-dependency
Increase transit use
Coordinate land use and 
transportation
Maintain the existing system

The TPB Vision: A Policy Framework
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Transportation and Land Use Planning

Macro Level: Scenario Planning  
Looking at regional transportation, 
land‐use, and climate change scenarios 
for 2030 and 2040.

Micro Level: Transportation/Land‐Use 
Connections (TLC) Program

Assist jurisdictions to implement changes 
at the local level. 
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Scenario Planning: CLRP Aspirations 
Scenario
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Land Use 
Shifts

Supportive 
Transit

Regional VPL 
Network

• Address congestion 
through pricing of 
new and/or existing 
lanes

• Provide alternatives 
through enhanced 
transit

• Concentrating 
projected growth in 
activity centers and 
existing/planned 
transit stations

• Consistent review 
and refinement by 
planning directors

• Use menu of 
transit options from 
past scenarios

• Connect activity 
centers



CLRP Aspirations Scenario: Regional BRT 
Network
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Scenario Planning: “What Would it 
Take?” (WWIT) Scenario

What would it take to meet non‐sector specific greenhouse gas (GHG)
reduction goals looking at the three major factors that impact GHG
emissions from the transportation sector?



WWIT Scenario: Impact of Fuel Economy 
Standards
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WWIT Scenario: Impact of Short‐term 
Regional/State/Local Strategies
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WWIT Scenario: Impact of Long‐term 
Regional/State/Local Strategies

13



Air Quality Conformity and 
Transportation
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Land Activity and Travel Emissions based on 2011 
Vehicle Fleet

Changes from 2011 CLRP to 2012 CLRP for Forecast Year 2020

Emissions based on 2008 
Vehicle Fleet



Regional Clearinghouse (www.mwcog.org/tlc)
Web‐based source of information about local and national 
transportation and land‐use coordination

Technical Assistance Program
Focused consultant assistance 
available to local jurisdictions 
working on innovative,  coordinated 
plans and projects                                                                         
integrating transportation and                                                    
land‐use

The TLC Program has funded                                                                   
56 projects at $1.7 million

The Transportation/Land‐use Connections (TLC) 
Program
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• Converting an auto‐oriented corridor into a 
multimodal, pedestrian friendly environment in Falls 
Church, Virginia. 

• Complete streets improvements around the Prince 
George’s Plaza Metrorail Station in Maryland. 

• Pedestrian safety and access improvements around 
Farragut Square in the District of Columbia. 

TLC Project Recommendations
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TPB Support for Sustainable Transportation

• Commuter Connections program

• TPB Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

• Complete Streets Policy (adopted May 2012)

• Seek federal discretionary grants for bus 
priority projects, bike‐sharing, and rails station 
access projects

• Greenhouse gas reduction strategies
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Trans‐Atlantic Learning Opportunities 

Comparison of approaches to:

• Institutional collaboration between different 
levels of government

• Involvement of stakeholders from both the 
public and private sectors

• Adoption of national vehicle emissions and 
fuel economy standards
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